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Legends of Rome

ÅLegend, Myth, and History

ÅEnnius (239-169 B.C.): Father of Roman Poetry; 

Spoke Greek; Annals, an Epic that covers Roman 

history from Fall of Troy to Cato the Elder; Source 

for Vergil

ÅTitus Livius (Livy) 59 B.C.-17 A.D.: Ab Urbe Condite

(From the Founding of the City)

ÅProse Counterpart of Vergil as Golden Age Roman 

Literature

ÅVergil in the Aeneid; Ovid in Metamorphoses



Characteristics of Roman Myth

ÅFocus on origins of City and Early History

ÅPatriarchal Perspective

ÅDemythologizing Tendency

ÅRoman Transformation of Greek Myth

ÅPoliticizing of Myth



Roman Hero: 

Aeneas

ÅDivinity of Julius Caesar 

and Augustus from Venus, 

through Iulus(Iulianline)

ÅPietas: Duty to family, 

State, and Religion

ÅGravitas: Seriousness of 

Purpose and Duty

ÅFrugalitas: Ideal of Simple 

Life

ÅEmotional Restraint

ÅSubordination of Individual 


